Highland Environment Forum newsletter  3 May 2022

Dear Highland Environment Forum members,

Congratulations to Forum member, James Merryweather, for winning the Princeton University 2021 President's Prize for his guide to British Ferns, part of their WildGuides series.

And this paper from another Forum member, Sarah Watts, Conservation Manager at Corrour Estate will be of interest: The benefits of mountain woodland restoration
I'm always keen to share members' news, research and events - so don't forget to tell me! 

Take part
· Plantlife No mow May and Every Flower Counts
News
· Trees for Life: Red squirrels are coming to Golspie! 

· Carbon-capturing wood ants under threat from invasive plant and more about the anthill mob here
· Opinions divided over reintroduction of lynx to Scotland 

· The new scientific techniques saving an ancient species (Capercaillie)

· TV Gardener Alan Titchmarsh calls on people to create a Pit Stop for Pollinators this spring
· Balmacara Estate wildfire could leave National Trust for Scotland with huge bill
Blogs
· Fidra: PFAS in Compostable Packaging – why change is needed
· Wadertales: Curlew: after the hunting stopped
Podcast
· Highland Good Food - discussing community food
Report
· British Ecological Society: Protected areas and Nature Recovery 

· Climate change is affecting Scotland’s lochs and reservoirs
Consultation
· Inner Moray Firth Local Development Plan. Closes 17 June (Thanks to Transition Black Isle for this informative webpage)

Research
· Common swifts enter hibernation-like torpor on cold nights
· When male bees don’t get lucky: a connection between fenbuconazole and the insects' mating behaviour.

· Living in Areas with More Greenery May Boost Cognitive Function
· Being in Nature: Good for Mind, Body and Nutrition
· Study Suggests Tree-Filled Spaces Are More Favourable to Child Development Than Paved or Grassy Surfaces

· Better residents’ health after switch to electric buses 
· Anatomical study confirms: Harbour seals are good at learning calls
· Evidence shortfalls in the recommendations and guidance underpinning ecological mitigation for infrastructure developments Winner of Georgina Mace BES prize - read about the other prizewinning research here
· Kelp (Saccharina latissima) Mitigates Coastal Ocean Acidification and Increases the Growth of North Atlantic Bivalves 

· Cheaper hydrogen fuel cell could mean better green energy options
Funding
· Future Routes Fund for 11- 26 year olds
· Highland Climate Festival Event Funding (scroll down the page) 

· Paths for All - Walking for Health Fund
· Dandelion (food growing and music festivals) includes grants for community growing
Volunteer
· Wester Ross Biosphere Board Member. Closing date 17 May

Jobs
· Peatland Project Manager - Abernethy and Insh Marshes. 3-year contract. Closing date 8 May

· John Muir Trust, Land Manager North Region. Closing date 13th May 

· John Muir Trust, Seasonal Rangers at Nevis and East Schiehallion. Closing date 13th May 

· Cairngorms National Park. Heritage Horizons, Communications and engagement. 12-month contract  and Access and Infrastructure technician. 18-month contract. Closing date 16 May. Apply here.

Exhibition

· Sunday May 15 –  Sunday June 12 LOST. An immersive Climate Action Exhibition,  Eden Court, Memorial Chapel, with workshop sessions on 5th June for World Environment Day and in Cromarty on 8th June experiment ting with making bioplastics from seaweeds.

Events
May is national walking month.

A poster for Nature4Health nature walks in May and June is attached.

May
· 1-30 May (mondays - afternoon or evening), Discovering iRecord: Butterflies & Moths 

· 3 May @ 19.00 to 20.30 Birdsong Webinar with Dan Puplett 

· 7 May Family Open Day at the Plock will include story-telling and story-making with Gordon MacLellan aka Creeping Toad.

· 7 - 15 May Geoweek. Find events 

· 11-21 May Transition Together Summit: series of online events

· 12th May,  Vegetables for All Seasons part of a series of workshops run by Black Isle Brewery Gardener, Alex Davies

· 12 May, 18:00- 19:30 Inverness Bat Group. Presentation on the ‘National Nathusius' Pipistrelle Project’ by Claudia Gebhardt (the new Scottish Officer for the Bat Conservation Trust) and AGM @ Spectrum Centre Inverness 

· 12 - 15 May: Cairngorms Nature Big Weekend 

· 13 May @ 10.00 - 12.00 Caithness Green Health Seminar
· 14-22 of May Green Health Week: Give Nature a go! 

· 16 - 20 May Nature Friendly Farming Week 

· 21 May @10.00 - 13.00 : Pest and disease control' - protecting your plants/ crops. @ Highland Liliums, Kiltarlity. Led by professional gardener, Sue Mullins. To find out more and book a place email grownorth@transitionblackisle.org
· 25 May @ 12.30 - 13.30: Sustainability Conversation - SSE Head of Sustainability Reporting, Centre for Sustainable Development

June
· 3 - 5 June BTO/SOC birdcamp near Haddington, East Lothian for 10 - 16 years old 

· 25 June - 3 July Highland Climate Festival
With regards,
Caroline

Caroline Vawdrey
(1.5 days per week)

T. 01381 600243

The Forum is funded by Highland Council, NatureScot and Scottish Forestry
and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 

To do this we:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters

· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice

· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas

· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting

· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
